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USD RESEARCHERS SEEK ANSWERS TO MEDICAL MYSTERIES 
SAN DIEGO, Calif.----Some of the mysteries of man's most destructive 
diseases may be understood as the result of research at the San Diego 
Biomedical Research Institute and the University of San Diego. 
A three year project to be conducted at the research institute 
and the University of San Diego has received a' $75,000 grant -from- the 
National Institute of Health's Division of Allergies and Infectious 
Diseases. 
The research group will study tissue injury in diseases which 
involve cell immunity, said Dr. William B. Pincus. 
''This type of tissue injury is active in several clinical dis-
eases, such as cancer, multiple sclerosis and rheumatoid arthritis. It 
is also involved in rejection of grafts in animals and man, whether 
they be heart implants or skin grafts," he added. 
The search for answers has been conducted at the institute and 
the university for two years under the direction of Dr. Pincus. 
Dr. Curt Spanis, chairman of the University of San Diego College 
for Men department of biology, is co-investigator in the NIH grant. 
"Our work will seek to find where toxic material acts on human 
cells and how it acts so that methods of repressing or inhibiting their 
action can be found and could be used eventually in the treatment of 
human disease," Dr, Pincus explained. 
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Dr. Pincus is laboratory director of the Biomedical Research 
Institute and is associate professor in residence in biology at the 
University of San Diego. The president of Biomedical Research Institute, 
Dr. Maurice Schiff, is also associated with the University of San Diego 
as a research associate in biology. 
Dr. Pincus was at Salk Institute before joining the Biomedical 
Research Institute. Dr. Pincus received his BS from Temple University, 
his MD fron1 Hahnemann Medical College, and his DSc. from the University 
of Pennsylvania. 
Dr. Spanis has been active in research on biological clocks and 
circadian rhythms. Recently he has been simulati.n2 bi.nl.02:I c-.al expol:'i-
ments in space with the help of a gravity machine. 
Dr. Spanis earned his BA from Queen'• University (Canada), and 
his MA. ~nd PhD from University of California at Los Angeles. 
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